
McKinley Elementary School 
PTA Meeting 
October 1, 2013 
McKinley Library 
 
Holly begins meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
In attendance: Holly West, Tammy Beatty, Elisa Rosman, Rachel Walsh, Cathy 
Celestino, Jen Webster, Bob Davis, Larry Meehan, Nikki Battalzis, Gina Boller, Rob 
Williams, Paula Birkenstock, Amy Salley, Dina Lewin, Will Coudricu, Kay Summers, 
Lynda Fuhrig, Grace Gan, Jennifer Bradley, Alice Hogan, Karly Miller, Jillian 
Bonahoom, Michele Mautawalli, Anne Ladewig, Jessie Brairton, Kim Rucker, Kelly 
Morrison, Jess Havell, John Lomas, Terri Schwartzbeck, Eric Myers, Make Havert, Ali 
Protik, Elliott Stroud, Jackie Giambalvo, Carolyn LeNard, Colin Brown, Eileen Wentzel, 
Kirsten Walleck, Kathy Bates 
 
Treasurer’s report: Presented by Elisa Rosman: PTA raised $11,682 from the fall 
fundraiser.  Thus far the PTA’s big expenditure has been the ice cream social, which 
went a little over budget.  PTA will increase the budget for it for next year.  Kindergarten 
t-shirts came in under budget. 
The official audit of the PTA finances found that the financial records are in good 
standing.  The auditor recommends that a third party review check reconciliations and 
listing the balance on the monthly treasurer’s report. 
 
September PTA meeting minutes are approved. 
 
Teacher presentation given by Mrs. Mautawalli and Ms. Bonahoom: Original artwork 
fundraiser is coming up.  Look for papers to come home around November 1.  Orders are 
due back on November 13.  Your student can receive free stickers even if you don’t place 
an order, but you must return the form with “Free Stickers” marked. 
First grade architecture program is happening again.  Architects with the FHW group will 
come to school once a week for 8-weeks.  School artwork will be displayed at the 
Bailey’s Crossroads Trader Joe’s this fall. 
 
Gifted Education Program presentation given by Kevin Trainor, McKinley Gifted 
Education Resource teacher. Mr. Trainor previously taught in Fairfax County. 
Mr. Trainor’s main focus is: how will we expand learning when students already know it 
or learn it quickly?   
 
Resource teacher’s roles include: daily differentiation strategies in the classroom; provide 
enrichment and resources for teachers; model instructional strategies; inform staff about 
program; assist with student identification. 
The gifted education program uses cluster grouping.  Students in grades 2-5 have been 
clustered in classes with intellectual peers.   
 



The resource teacher plans with and supports the classroom teachers, and the support may 
look different depending on grade level. 
K & 1st grade: model critical and creative thinking strategies in classes on monthly basis. 
Grades 2-5: increased focus on reading and math for identified students; weekly co-
teaching in cluster classrooms for math; sometimes pulls students out of class for 
instruction. 
Question from parent: what do other kids say when students are pulled out?  Answer: 
Kids know what’s going on, and they wonder where they are in comparison. 
 
There is a focus on the following critical thinking skills: big ideas; critical thinking 
teaching models; creative thinking; decisions and outcomes; making connections; point 
of view (different perspectives); questioning. 
 
Communication: Report cards include a quarterly report to parents for grades 2-5 for 
identified students.  The form documents differentiated instructional strategies and 
extensions that were used during the quarter. 
 
 
Gifted identification process description: 
The Virginia gifted regulations require the school to provide services to those students 
who have learning needs beyond the regular instructional curriculum. 
 
Screening process includes a formal review of testing information and informal review 
(teacher feedback, parent information, honors, awards, etc.).  The classroom teacher, 
school personnel, parents/guardians, and community leaders or other students may refer 
students.  April 1 is the deadline for referrals. 
 
For the first time all students will have screening at 2nd grade and 4th grade. 
 
See the APS website for additional information about gifted services or contact Mr. 
Trainor at kevin.trainor@apsva. 
 
President’s report: Holly West: thanks attendees of ladies’ social on Saturday night. 
There will be a meeting recap tomorrow morning. Friday is picture day. Next Wednesday 
is Walk/Bike to School Day.  The Book Fair is October 21-25. Teacher conferences will 
be held on October 10 and 11; please contribute lunch or breakfast on Thursday. 
Website in design should be up and running soon. 
 
Principal’s report:  Colin Brown: Friday was the Back to School assembly.  October is 
bullying prevention month. School will present “Steps to respect” through PE and 
counselor.  School has had a lock down drill and a couple of fire drills.  BLPC has met 
twice. For enrichment classes: all parents must pick up at the individual classrooms.  
Power hour will start soon for certain students in grades 3-5.  Arlington is going through 
the accreditation process this year.  The school is gathering data from last few years for 
the McKinley piece.  It is possible McKinley may have a visit in February relating to 
accreditation.  Staff will be looking at mission and vision of school on Columbus Day.  



Due to a few issues with Synergy and ParentVue, a letter will be coming out about 
absences.  Please let the office know if your student will be absent. Contact Bobbie in 
front office: Bobbie.bright@apsva.us. 
 
Question regarding lockdown drills: How are they addressed at school?  Teachers explain 
to the kids that they are “for the kids’ safety” or they are “just another drill”. 
 
Teachers’ report: Kathy Bates and Kirsten Walleck: Please walk in the sidewalks and 
cross the street in the cross walk.  Parents, please have a plan with your student for 
dismissal.  Thanks the PTA for enrichment and teacher grants.  Fall conferences are for 
parents to share about their child and to ask questions.  
 
Committee reports:  
 
BLPC: Kelly King:  BLPC meets twice a month The committee’s goal is to help 
architects understand McKinley culture, such as our likes and dislikes, what we want or 
don’t want, etc. All presentations are online. 
 
Book Fair: Paula Birkenstock outlines the Book Fair schedule: October 18 set up; 
October 21-25 Book Fair. 
 
Silent Auction: Jackie Giambalvo and Tracy Graves encourage people to volunteer 
relating to the auction. 
 
Reflections: Shelley Reinhart: Reflections Contest submissions are due October 21. 
 
ACI: Terri Schwartzbeck provides Advisory Council on Instruction update:  Council is 
looking at math, science and English this year. 
 
Holly concludes meeting at 8:30pm. 
 
 
 
 


