
McKinley Elementary School 
PTA Meeting 
November 6, 2013 
McKinley Library 
 
Holly West begins meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
In attendance:  
 
Holly West, Tammy Beatty, Rachel Walsh, Colin Brown, Eileen Wentzel, Kathy Bates, 
Ursula Chavez, Gina Boller, Erik Maskelony, Jim Elliott, Kelly King, Bridget Tuthill, 
Jessie Brairton, Karly Miller, Whitney Cobey, Doug Johnson 
 
Treasurer’s report: Holly presents Elisa Rosman’s report: There is about $42,000 in the 
PTA checking account and about $53,000 in the PTA savings account.  Last month’s 
Book Fair raised over $8,000, and additional money will come in from credit card 
purchases.  The Virginia PTA is in process of auditing our books. 
 
October PTA meeting minutes are approved. 
 
President’s report:  
Holly West: The McKinley PTA website is almost ready to go live.  The McKinley 
CREW team did a lot of work improving school grounds last weekend. 
 
Teachers’ report:  
Kathy Bates:  Thanks parents for Book Fair book donations and thanks the PTA for  
lunch during parent-teacher conference days, as well as grants, which are sending the 
Kindergarten teachers to a two-day conference in Richmond.  Report cards are coming 
out soon.  If parents have questions, feel free to consult your child’s teacher.  When 
talking to your child about his/her report card, be sure to point out the positives first.  
Make sure students are getting enough sleep and eating breakfast every day. Mrs. Foster, 
who used to be at McKinley, has had a health problem.  If you would like to send cards, 
they can be sent to her home and they will be forwarded to her.   
 
Committee reports:  
 
Community Service: Kelly King: Light Up the Holidays starts this month.  There will be 
a canned food drive with AFAC in February.  The committee is considering sponsoring a 
book collection to donate to the APS book bus.  There also may be a book swap.  
 
BLPC (Building Level Planning Committee)(relating to the McKinley addition): Kelly 
King: APS is calculating McKinley population numbers for upcoming years. 
 
The BLPC has met about addition, and the presentations, plans and minutes can be found 
online at http://apsva.us/Page/21234.  As for right now, there are four main options 
(which are subject to change): an option on the art wing pentagon, two options near the 



relocatables, and one next to first grade wing.  All current plans include a bigger gym, 
with a stage.  Additional blacktop parking spaces will be added. McKinley will not have 
a turf field.  The Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) will review the 4 plans.   
Kelly will also be the Advisory Council on School Facilities and Capital Programs (FAC) 
ambassador to McKinley and Swanson relating to additions.   
 
Silent Auction Committee: Whitney Cobey: Provides update on April’s Silent Auction.  
People can donate online through the new McKinley PTA website. People can also drop 
a completed donation form into the box by the front office.  People can also sign up to 
volunteer through the website.  Go to: special events, silent auction, volunteer. 
 
Guest Speakers 
 
Guest speaker, Erik Maskelony, a parent member of the Multimodal Transportation and 
Student Safely Special Committee representative, asks attendees for their thoughts and 
comments relating to McKinley transportation.  The school board created this advisory 
committee with the purpose of advising the school board about transportation issues.  
Committee wants to extract transportation issues/concerns from different school 
members.  There is a committee webpage linked through the APS website. 
 Comments:  

• Some bus rider families feel the bus picks up students too early and brings 
them home too late.  (Travel time too long.)   

• Last year McKinley received a new bus, which lowered the number of 
students per bus and shortened routes.  

• Early on this year there were some missed pickups, late pickups and 
discontinuity of drivers, but the situation has improved.   

• Drivers should have discretion to find a better or safer travel route, or 
permit parents to better influence the bus stop or route selection based on 
what they know, such as a high hedge or an ended sidewalk. 

• APS transportation call center has not been very effective. 
 
Mr. Maskelony asks about the McKinley walk zone.  There is discussion about parents’ 
concern crossing McKinley Road.   
 
Guest Speaker, Jim Elliott, from Toole Design Group, presents a summary of Toole 
Design Group’s Baseline Data Study of existing transportation conditions relating to 
McKinley.  Toole Design has not yet made recommendations on improving conditions 
for travel to school.  They were hired by APS to look into transportation relating to 
McKinley expansion. You can find the Baseline Data Study within the BLPC #2 meeting 
link at 
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/APS%20McKinley
%20ES-BLPC2%20130924%20Final.pdf. 
Comments can be sent to Mr. Brown and he will forward to Mr. Elliott. 
 
Principal’s report: Colin Brown:  McKinley had a great Halloween parade. 4th graders 
will be tested for gifted evaluation and they are going to Williamsburg on Friday.  He 



asks for patience and understanding relating to the new system for report cards, which 
has presented some challenges. 
 
Mr. Brown provides an update on the School Planning Committee. The committee met 
about the school management plan and the school accreditation process that APS is going 
through this year with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  The 
process began at the end of August.  He has shown information, such as SOL data, site 
based survey, executive summary, self-assessment, vision and mission of school, to the 
McKinley PTA board and other parents. Mr. Brown shows attendees the APS 2011-2017 
plan and accreditation timeline, and what the SACS components are. He also shares data 
from parent and student survey results, which scored above 4 in a 1-5 scale.  He explains 
that a group of people will fan out across APS to different schools to look at different 
standards.  Mr. Brown then explained McKinley’s two SMART goals: Goal 1: focus on 
students who scored between 350-412 on math SOL.  Goal 2: focus on students who 
scored between 348-419 on reading SOL.  Students who scored below these benchmarks 
are receiving additional support.  The superintendent reviewed the plan and wanted 
additional specifics included to show how the school plans to help students. 
 
Eileen Wentzel: Explained how McKinley has formalized the Professional Learning 
Community process this year, which is one of the new pieces to the executive summary. 
 
Mr. Brown and Mrs. Bates: Discussed how the staff reviewed and revised McKinley’s 
vision and mission statements. On Columbus Day they researched vision and mission 
statements and came up with ideas.  A committee drafted changes to the school’s vision 
and mission statements.  The staff will review the draft statements at next staff meeting. 
 
Holly concludes meeting at 8:50 pm. 
 
	  


