
PTA Meeting 12/3/13 
-Meeting started at 7 PM. 
-In attendance:  Terri Schwartzbeck, Alice Hogan, Bob Boucher, Cathy Celestino, 
Sharon Williams, Mardi Mucino, Debbie D'Addario, Cati Franz, Kathy Recinos, 
Kathy Bates, Kirsten Walleck, Kelly King, Amy Salley, Shelley Reinhart, J.J. 
Schifsky, Cynthia Torg, Mike Havert, Tracy Graves, Nikki Baltatzis, Karly Miller, 
Eric Myers, Gina Boller, Gina Rocco, Eileen Wentzel, Colin Brown, Bridget 
Tuthill, Holly West, Tammy Beatty, Elisa Rosman  
 
-November Minutes approved by Tammy Beatty and seconded. 
 
-Treasurer's report 
Book fair:  Elisa Rosman  reviewed our expenses.  We sold approximately 
$20,000 in books and will make about $3500. 
 
-Style ride on 12/4 from 10:30 to 1:30 
-Kelly King-Light Up the Holidays board is up and looks beautiful!  If your child 
brings home more than you want to by, please bring them back.  Please  bring 
gifts unwrapped. 
-JJ Schifsky-Cookie Carry on 12/13.  Everyone please bring cookies!  Bring 
cookies after school on the 12th or on the 13th until noon.   
 
-Principal's Report: 
 -Need help with winter concert on 12/19.  Look at Cardinal Notes and 
contact Kris Keller to help. 
 -Audition coming up for spring ETc show, "Tale of the Bamboo Cutter"; 
need help with auditions 
 -Audition packets in Cardinal Notes today 
 -Tammy Saufley is Teacher of the Year for McKinley.  She isn't a 
classroom teacher but is great behind the scenes and influences a lot of what 
happens in classrooms.  She provides a lot of data to teachers and works with 
special ed team and new students.  Mr. Brown looking for supporting 
documentation for her nomination for Arlington Teacher of the Year by 1/6.  Info 
in Cardinal Notes. 
 -BLPC on Wed., 12/4 to look for more participation to narrow down, make 
decisions, etc.---open to the public; there are currently 2 designs for the 
renovation/addition 
 -There were a lot of issues with report cards (hard to read).  They are 
working to make it better but it will take some time.  If you have a question about 
a report card, talk to your teacher or call the school. 
 
-Superintendent Murphy, Gladys Bourdouane, Communications Coordinator and 
Marcia Jackson, Supervisor of Counseling 
 -Student Academic Planning 



 -Main message of the importance of challenging kids.  Importance of 
higher level math, science, and foreign language and begin to visit colleges. 
 -Trying to take a snapshot of whole experience from pre-K through college 
to a career, and what does that look like at every level.  Gives specific guidance 
for what to look for in each grade.  Can be found at apsva.us, click on AtoZ, click 
on Academic Plan, and click on Academic Planning Map; they are working on 
developing an app for this 
 -Packet on How a College Degree Makes a Difference.  Dr. Jackson took 
us through the math pathways document, explaining options for 6th, 7th and 8th 
grades.  Students can potentially enter high school already having taken up to 
five high school level courses.  They will e-mail the packet to us and it will be on 
our website.   
 -Dr. Murphy:  You can get a leg up through summer programs.  This lets 
you build on existing assets. 
 
-Teacher's Report 
 -excited for Cookie Carry & Light Up the Holidays 
 -Student Council has put up some posters for Light Up the HOlidays and 
make decorations for the Children's Hospital 
 -Mrs. Bates thanked the PTA for letting 3 kindergarten teachers go to a 
conference.  They will share what they learned at the Feb. meeting. 
 -Teacher's present: Bates, Rocco, D'Addario, Franz, Recinos, Walleck 
 
-Terri Schwartzbeck, Advisory Council on Instruction (ACI) 
 -At a recent meeting, they talked about the map presented tonight and 
also special ed.  Looking at a multi-tiered approach for special ed to meet 
different needs in different ways.  Two weeks ago they talked about science & 
English.  There is a drop in science performance (not at McK) from 3rd to 5th 
maybe due to no test in 4th grade.  Working on ways to keep science learning 
going.  In English, there was just a teaching evaluation and looking at how we 
can improve, close achievement gaps, etc.   
 -also serves on Superintendent's Committee for Technology.  We have 
15,000 devices for 22,000 kid.  Goal is to get to one-to-one.  In the process of 
upgrading wi-fi and networks across the district.  Please give feedback on 
Student Vue for older students to look at grades.  Looking at ways to give 
students their own accounts.  Working on using integrated data system to make 
creating directories easier.   
 
-Kelly King, Facilities Advisory Council  
 -ES2 is being looked at again and might not be at Kenmore; money might 
be spent for different reasons 
 -Non-capital strategies:  increasing class size; adjusting schedules; 
teaming between elementary schools; creating year round schools 
 -middle school projections are alarming, even by 2019; 



recommendations:  construct 1000 new seats by 2018 
 -Discussion of McKinley's #'s being lower than projected this year and how 
that will impact the boundary changes (probably not at all) 
 
-Tracy Graves, Silent Auction 
 -continuing year-long planning of silent auction for 4/5 
 -online donation form is on new PTA website 
 -need volunteers to solicit businesses for kids' activities, camps, etc. 
 -question about how this will overlap auction at Fun Fair---mostly the 
auction will now just be at the Auction 
 -still looking for coordinators for class projects to have at auction 
 
-Next read-in is in Feb. for African-American History Month 
 
-Question:  could PTA give $ to kindergarten classrooms to plant flowers outside 
classrooms?  We didn't want to budget for outdoor things because of the 
renovation.  Discussion about difficulty of maintaining plants, landscaping, etc.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40.	  


