
McKinley Elementary School 
PTA Meeting 
June 3, 2014 
McKinley Library 
 
Holly West begins meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
In attendance: Colin Brown, Holly West, Tammy Beatty, Elisa Rosman, Rachel Walsh, 
Jen Webster, Jackie Giambalvo, Mardi Mucino, Chrissy Campbell, Alice Hogan, Danielle 
Rampton, Suzanne Plimpton, Shelley Reinhart, Kelly King, Jessie Brairton, Whitney 
Cobey, Doug Johnson, Eric Myers, Kathy Bates, Kirsten Walleck, Terri Schwartzbeck 
 
Treasurer’s report:  
Current funds: 
Checking: $57,867.63 
Savings: $53,599.49 
 
May PTA meeting minutes are approved. 
 
President’s report:  
Holly West: Motion to approve the following PTA Board Members for the 2014-1015 
school is approved: 
President: Holly West 
Vice President: Tammy Beatty 
Treasurer: Elisa Rosman 
Secretary: Debbie Urbancic 
 
Principal’s report:    
Colin Brown: McKinley is in the middle of taking the SOLs right now.  Everything is going 
smoothly so far.  Mr. Brown is hiring several classroom teachers for next year.  He is in 
the process of interviewing candidates right now. 
Kelly King: Next week will be the first McKinley book swap swap.  Committee could use 
chapter books.  Next Wednesday, June 11 from 6-8 pm at Westover Library.  There will 
be books for everyone to take home.  They have not yet decided how many books each 
child may select.  Committee could use help during, before and after the event, 5-8 pm. 
There will be a bus from Westover Park to the library.   
Colin Brown: On Wednesday June 18th, there’ll be a walking school bus to the library.  
More details to follow.  Information shows that if a child reads 6 books on their level, he 
shouldn’t drop off their reading level over the summer. 
 
Field day will be on June 13th . 
5th grade promotion will be on June 17th at 10 in gym. 
 
The school driveway is has reopened. 
 
Last day of school is an early release day, which is the only early release day for June. 
 
Teachers’ report:  
Presentation by 4th Grade Teacher Ms. Gauthier, who thanks PTA for a grant which 
allowed her to attend a day-long “CAFÉ” workshop dealing with improving reading.  She 
mentions John Hettie “Visible learning for teachers”, and Mr. Brown expands upon this 



study focused on what does and does not impact a student’s performance. Mrs. Bates 
thanks the PTA for teacher appreciation week. She encourages kids to read in the 
summer, and use a math problem solving with a workbook.  Good math game called 
“Set”. 
 
Committee reports:  
McKinley Construction Update: Kelly King: Construction was approved by County Board 
and the design of exterior of building is complete. The Board also approved the extra 
money requested for the renovation.  Spring of next year will start construction.  Plan is 
to demolish pentagon first.   
 
ACI: Terri Schwartzbeck:  Will need a new rep year after next.  ACI rates 
recommendations and then sends them to the school board.  Subject committees are 
almost always looking for parent volunteers.  The commitment is one to two meetings 
per month, which are usually heldWednesday nights from 7-9. 
Superintendent Advisory Board on Technology: Terri: County has about 1 device per 
student, but wants a dedicated device per student by 2017.  This does not mean devices 
will go home. There is a focus on upgrading technology, such as WiFi, in schools. 
 
Shelley Reinhart: Reflections contest theme: “The world would be a better place if …” 
Kids can work on their entries over the summer. 
 
Holly West facilitates discussions about: 
School communication: listserve and PTA website.  
 
Fundraiser discussion – what works, what could we do differently.  One idea is a 
“boosterthon,” which focuses on fitness.  There is discussion of whether to switch to an 
electronic calendar. 
Silent Auction: many attendees comment it was good event; teachers would prefer 
greater clarification as to who can win the prize. Some attendees recommend a form of 
admission for auction to cover more of the cost.  
 
Talent show: Discussion regarding whether should it be changed to two nights? 
 
Attendees discuss current programs.  Staff likes the newspaper, participating parents 
like chess club, Odyssey of the mind.  Suggestions include showing Odyssey of the 
Mind “commercial” to the school and to have some type of congratulations for 
participants.   
 
There is discussion about whether parents would like a school student guide with family 
contact information along with photos of students and teachers.  Many attendees like the 
idea of creating bulletin board at school with photos and names of the school’s teachers 
and staff. 
 
Science Fair will continue, with Suzanne Plimpton as chairperson, for the next few years. 
 
There is discussion about whether McKinley will hold the Fun Fair next spring due to the 
upcoming construction.  Discussion will continue next year. 
 
Alice Hogan inquires about the current lice policy.  Mr. Brown explains that students with 
nits are allowed to stay in school. If two students are found to have lice in one 



classroom, a letter about lice and lice treatment comes home with all the classroom 
students.  Additional lice discussion follows. 
   
Tammy concludes meeting at 9:20. 
	  
	  
	  
	  


