
McKinley Elementary School 
PTA Meeting 
March 11, 2015 
McKinley Library 
 
Holly West begins the meeting at 7:07pm 
 
In attendance: Kirsten Walleck, Kathy Bates, Shelley Reinhart, Gina Rocco, Bina 
Boller, Bridget Tuthill, Carment Klassen, Susan Mulvaney Suzanne Plimpton, Tracy 
Graves, Cynthia Torg, Teri Schwartzbeck, Debbie Urbancic, Tammy Beatty, Colin 
Brown, Holly West 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Holly reminds us this also on the website.  
 
February PTA minutes were approved 
 
President’s Report: Holly discussed upcoming events. Thank you to Alice Hogan 
for a successful international night. Thank you to Michelle Flanagan for creating the 
sign-up and coordinating catering for conference lunches.  
 
Principal’s Report: Art Show was well-attended and multi-purpose room looked 
great. We will like to continue this and thank you to Ms. Mautawalli and Ms. 
Bonahoom. Colin touted the book, “The Art of the Idea”, which he recommends 
everyone read. Construction meetings are ongoing; 12 trailers arrived and trees 
moving before the spring. Summer school registration is open. Extended day 
registration for next year is open and space is limited next year, so register early. 
Kindergarten registration for next year is also open.  
Construction meetings are ongoing; 12 trailers arrived and trees moving before the 
spring. McKinley offices will be located at Ashlawn Elementary over the summer. 
All teachers will pack up individually.  We are pushing construction schedule to 
finish and open the outdoor spaces first, and there will be a large PE trailer in the 
front parking lot. Many PE options are being considered; Colin believes we have a 
creative staff that will find solutions. He also asks for patience during this process 
and hopes that everyone has patience and understanding during the upcoming year.   
 
Teacher’s Report: Thank you for participating in Pennies for Patients; over $3,000 
was raised. The teachers are getting excited for the Boosterthon. Thank you for your 
patience during snow days and please schedule a conference. Math camp, global 
Village and Summer Laureate to be taught by Ms. Walleck and Ms. Franz this 
summer; they are great programs, which focus on enrichment. Teachers might need 
help in June with packing.  
 
Presentation by Bridget Loft, Swanson Principal: A brief overview of Swanson and 
what to expect. She fielded questions from attendees re: open house, clubs, Act II. 
Act ll is created as electives for kids and shouldn’t require much homework. PTA 
Enrichment is offered this year at Swanson, and requires tuition. Homework 
approximations are to read 20 minutes per night and 20 minutes per subject per 
night, totaling approx. 1 hr.  All teams coordinate so tests aren’t given on same day. 



There are currently three six grade teams, but they are projecting 410 kids, so they 
might have to make some adjustments. 
 
 
Presentation by Gina Rocco, ‘Aspire 2 Excellence”, which focuses on Academic 
Planning. She showed a video that can be found on the APS website. There are 
many resources available as we ready students for college. APS encourages parents 
that early planning is best. It’s important that all kids strive for the advance diploma. 
AP,IB, dual enrollment, Advance math and science and multiple years of language. 
Families are encouraged to use the Naviance system. Students will receive an 
academic plan each summer after middle school, and this is discussed with 
counselors.  
 
Committee Reports: 
Shelley Reinhardt-McKinley Elementary Variety Show: Will be taking entrants on a 
lottery basis this year. 30 spots are available. Reflections Update: Daniel Torg won 
2nd place in Northern Virginia. ETC performance is in two weeks. 
 
Suzanne Plimpton, Science Fair: Great turnout this year despite the weather. 300 
display boards, pets were a big trend this year, testing sense of smell, etc. a lot of 
group projects. Science Fair will move forward next year, despite the state of the 
building.  
 
Tracy Graves, Auction: April 11, 6-11pm. The theme this year is Breaking Ground. 
Parents are encouraged to donate items and pre-register on the McKinley PTA 
website.  
 
Terri Schwartzbeck, ACI Update; made recommendations to the Board for changes 
reporting on supporting dual enrollment, more support for languages, more 
centralized process for preschool, better academic planning for HILT students, 
support for more active and consistent PE, fles in middle school, and placing a 
gifted teacher in every elementary school.  
 
Holly West, Boosterthon Fun Run: Madison Manor Park. Rockin’ Town Live is the 
theme. Week long event, March 16-March 25, includes daily pep rallies sponsored 
by the company (12 minutes) during specials. Volunteers are needed. Money raised 
also goes to help fund grants for children whose parents are deployed. The Fun Run 
is going to be great.  
 
Holly concludes the meeting at 8:34pm. 
 
 


