
PTA MEETING
Tuesday, September 15, 2015, 7:00 pm.

Present: Tammy Beatty, Maren Mapp, Danielle Rampton, Elisa Rosman, Art Cheu, Mac 
Mirchandani, Patricia Mirchandani, Sarah Allen, Kristen Bartholomew, Tamara McFarren, Erik 
Sullivan, Ursula Chavez, Jackie Giambalvo, Scott Plimpton, Suzanne Plimpton, Eric Myers, 
Kirsten Walleck, Elizabeth Burke, Jen Webster, Kellie Riley, Lynda Fuhrig, Chrissy Campbell, 
Susan Kloos, Christine Carpenter, Brian Kettler, Ryan Wagoner, Kelly King, Karly Miller, Toula 
Christou, Jessie Brairton, Ted Hatch, Bridget Tuthill, Jillian Bonahoom, Jamie Moran, Karen 
Zimmerman, Allison Andrews, Faith DeLong, Doug Johnson, Valerie O'Such, Martha Kile, Terry 
Randall, Colleen Fredricks, Kristin Murphy, Jessica Wright, Melissa Chang, Nicole Buckley, 
Jennifer Judah, Debbbie Jaureguizar, Jen Bakos, Carrie Perry, Shelley Reinhart, Alice Hogan, 
Carly Kelly, Becca Messman, Colin Brown, Kathy Bates, Alice Hogan, Jocelyn Gehrke

Tammy Beatty (president) called the meeting to order and introduced executive committee (Eric 
Myers, Vice President, Elisa Rosman, Treasurer, Danielle Rampton, Secretary). 

Tammy encouraged everyone to visit the McKinley PTA website (different from the McKinley 
school site). The address is mckinleypta.org. Jen Webster is webmaster. Important information 
can be found there including an easy way to fill out membership form and list serve (just click on 
the "join today" button. The listserve is for PTA information and differs from APS school talk, 
Cardinal notes, etc. which are sent from the administration. Also on the website are contacts for 
executive committee and chairs, agendas and minutes of PTA meetings, PTA budget and audit. 
A copy of the volunteer form is also here and a reminder that it is never to late to help. Jocelyn 
Gehrke is the new volunteer coordinator.

Treasurer report (Elisa Rosman reporting) 

Elisa encouraged the group to pay attention to the budget and ask her questions when 
something was not clear. Again, the budget is available on the website for anyone to see. For 
this coming school year, the projected income is 62k and expenses are budgeted for 131k, part 
of that expense is a line item of 55k for renovation. For several years, the PTA has held 
numerous fundraisers and saving the money with the anticipation of needing to spend a 
significant amount of money for a renovation for expenses not covered by APS. This year, the 
decision was made to have fewer fund raisers with the continued expectation that the 
community would continue to be generous with the remaining two primary fundraisers (check 
writing in the fall and silent auction in the spring). Our financial projection is still in excellent 
shape considering there is $110,658 in checking and $53,657 in savings and since we tend to 
over project costs, there is a nice cushion. The only significant increase for an expense was for 
teacher grants, increasing from $7500 to $10,000.

http://mckinleypta.org


Tammy reviewed the results of the fundraising survey that was sent out last spring and 
generated 170 responses. This drove the decision to reduce the number of fund raisers and 
determined the type of fund raisers the PTA would promote. The goal for the fall check-writing 
campaign is $20K, which translates to $60 per family. There are other smaller fund-raisers (book 
fair, spirit nights, box tops, etc.). Tammy also reminded everyone that you must renew all your 
grocery cards every year (Target, Giant, Harris Teeter, etc.). A parent suggested partnering with 
Silver Diner. They do not host restaurant nights, but you can register your school and each time 
you eat there, they donate a portion of the bill to the school. 

Erik Sullivan served as the independent auditor this year. He reviewed the books, records and 
receipts and submitted his approval. The documentation can be found on the PTA website.

The budget for the year was presented. There was a call for a motion to approve the budget. 
Motioned. Seconded. Approved. There was a call for a motion to approve the June 2015 
minutes. Motioned. Seconded. 

Colin Brown provided the principal's report. He started by thanking the parents, teachers and 
staff for their flexibility with construction. Back to school night is Thursday at 7:00 pm with two 
sessions for parents with children in two classrooms. He reminded parents that they need to use 
the main building for pick-up outside the norm and not to go directly to the trailers. Children 
should report to the cafeteria first in the morning. If your child is late, you should sign them in at 
the office and then escort them to the trailer. If there is a change in the way a child goes home 
on a particular day, please write a note and/or call that day as early as possible. Calling right at 
pick up can cause delay and confusion. There was also a reminder about the APS attendance 
policy. Travel is not an excused absence, but there will be no consequence to it provided it is not 
a repeating occurrence, significant length of time, etc. Mr. Brown also passed out a sheet 
provided by APS about the demographics of McKinley. It can be found on the APS website for 
those wishing to see it.

Teachers' report (Kathy Bates & Kirsten Walleck)

Both teachers emphasized flexibility, making sure parents and children have an agreed plan for 
dismissal (where, how, with whom). It is also helpful to give teachers multiple email addresses in 
case there is a need to communicate time-sensitive information. Mrs. Bates invited people 
curious about the renovation to look out her window for progress and thanked the anonymous 
volunteer who served as "flower fairy" by providing colorful mums at the entrance to the 
building.

Tammy thanked Alice Hogan for providing treats for the meeting, reminded everyone to sign in 
at the meeting and recognized new McKinley parents. She then shared a list of activities and 
events that the PTA handles throughout the year and categorized them as either staff-oriented, 
student focused, fundraising, community oriented (or APS related). See website for full list and 
calendar.

Jocelyn Gehrke -- reminded parents that though the response to the volunteer form in the first 
day packet was great, there was still immediate needs for several chairs and committees. She is 
responsible for helping to recruit for 22 committees, 3 representatives for APS committees, and 
2 room parents per classroom. Bigger events require many volunteers!



Nicole Buckley provided an update regarding the enrichment program. Flex Academies is 
running the program this year. The cost of classes did increase but includes cost of on-site 
coordinator and covered insurance. They also did not have a minimum number of class 
requirement, which is helpful given the limited classroom space. Extended day now occupies 
some classroom space due to the renovation and its increase in enrollment (more than 200 
students). New company fine with our going with fewer classes because of space limitations. 
Colin mentioned expansion of extended day. Nicole listed the classes that might be in danger of 
being canceled due to lack of enrollment. She also encouraged feedback regarding the classes, 
teachers and company.

Shelley Reinhart is the McKinley Kaleidoscope liaison, helping to infuse arts into all areas of the 
curriculum at McKinley. She oversaw the auditions for the play "1001 Nights" which had 120 
students vying for 38 spots. Jillian Bonahoom and Kristen Bartholomew are the staff contacts for 
the play assisting with the art and music components. is art liaison. Shelley also manages the 
2nd and 3rd grade chorus which is open to all, meets once a week and performs at the 
Reflections reception in January. She is also McKinley coordinator for the Reflections program 
itself, sponsored by the national PTA. This year's theme is "Let your imagination Fly" and due on 
October 27. Children were encouraged to participate by song, art, music, dance, photography 
and other forms of artistic expression.

Bridget Tuthill is the new chair of the grants committee. She encouraged volunteers, especially 
those short on time and not available during the day since they meet just three evenings per 
year. The grants committee has been given $10,000 to distribute to teachers for programs, 
products and professional development that improve the overall classroom and direct benefit to 
kids. For the first round, the deadline for teaches is  9/28 and the committee will meet on 10/1 to 
decide. Examples of past grants include the addition to reading nooks, online subscription 
services, materials, and sending teachers to conferences.

Kelly King  spoke on behalf of the building level planning committee as its chair. The goal is to 
identify areas to make sure construction not in the way of education. Some specifics were the 
creation of the PE trailer; it will now be equipped with a water fountain and sound insulation will 
be installed shortly; HVAC issues have been resolved; the path to the trailers will be improved; 
hooks for hanging coats and packs will be installed shortly and more playground space (and 
structures) are happening by mid-October (near the outdoor classroom). As of now, everything 
is on schedule. Snow hill in back may return, but not this winter. When all is complete, there are 
hopes that a baseball diamond and playing field return.

Kelly spoke about items that McKinley PTA will be expected to pay for -- chairs, rugs, media 
center furniture, risers for multi-purpose room, climbing wall, etc. total for 52k. This is a fluid list, 
there may be deletions, additions, or cost changes. She also mentioned the capacity issues 
facing Swanson in particular. There will be 20 trailers on the parking lot for next three years until 
new middle school is created. Boundaries will be changed and some children currently 
attending Swanson would attend this new school once it is built. The church across the street 
will handle parking during this time.



Debbie Jaureguizar spoke on behalf of the Book Fair Committee. The goal is to get a new book 
into every hand and purchase books for library. The dates are October 19-23 with set up the 
Thursday and Friday prior, early release Wednesday is family night and then "Donuts with Dad" 
on Friday. It will be a fun week centered around a fiesta theme, the art and FLES teachers will 
help incorporate Hispanic artists and books into the program. Many helpers are needed to make 
it a success.

Jackie Giambalvo and Carrie Perry provided an update on the Silent Auction. It will be May 14 
at Knights of Columbus with a Monopoly theme. And again, many volunteers are needed for 
long-term and short assignments.

And some final quick updates: the Student Council will have a "socktober" next month and host 
a drive to collect men's socks benefitting A-span (Arlington County's primary homeless 
advocacy group). The Halloween parade will take place on October 30. There will be a 
Halloween costume swap in the main lobby in early October. 

Halloween costume swap coming, maybe early October/end of September and parade is 
coming.

Respectfully submitted,
Danielle Rampton
Secretary

 


