
 

 

PTA Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015; 7:00 pm. 

Minutes 
 
 Attendance: Tammy Beatty, Danielle Rampton, Eric Myers, Colin Brown, Kevin Trainor, Valerie 
O'Such, Mike DeLong, Sarah Allen, Rachel Walsh, Debbie McCrery, Christine Carpenter, Jen Webster, Susan Kloos, Catherine Meek, Bridget Tuthill, Jennifer Bradley, Kirsten Walleck, Jamie Moran, Elizabeth Burke, Kristen Bartholemew, Gina Boller, Melissa Meck, Erik Brine, 
Lynda Fuhrig, Frank Fuhrig, Hedy Edmonds, Tricia Mirchandani, Ann Huddleton, Elaine Gallagher, Tracy Graves, Jackie Giambalvo, Vincent Chin, Grisel Edsall, Melissa Chang, Mardi 
Mucino, Michelle Kaminski, Christina Quinn, Jack Wilmer, Sarah Egge, Iven Sugai, Kellie Cosgrove Riley, Doug Johnson, Tamara McFarren 
  Tammy Beatty called the meeting to order at 7:00 and introduced Mrs. Bridget Loft, principal of 
Swanson Middle School to discuss capacity planning. Mrs. Loft primary purpose was to address the increased enrollment at Swanson and plans for making space for all of the students. 
Currently, there are 1070 kids registered with an expected 1300 by 2017.   Anyone interested can go to the Swanson website and under the "about us" section find the 
"Capacity planning" tab. That is also where the public can find approximately 35 FAQs. At the last public capacity meeting in June, two primary options were discussed the first putting 20 
relocatables at Swanson and the second using the nearby Reed building as an "academy" building for the 6th grade. Given the fact that converting Reed would cost money, pose logistical problems, create a secondary transition year and displace preschoolers, the committee 
ultimately decided that the first option was the better choice.   
Capacity planning committee consists of parents, teachers, administrators. Kelly King is McKinley representative. They address issues related to transition, facility size, movement of kids, lockers, and instructional decisions. Their recommendations are due by December 2015. 
Mrs. Loft assured the audience that the field will not be touched and showed various configuration options. Currently, six classrooms outside now housing world languages. The 
current 6th grade class is 340 students. They anticipate the following year, the 6th grade class will be even larger. Based on that, they suspect they will move the 7th graders into the 
relocatables.   The relocatables will be on site at least three but perhaps as long as 5 years while the new 
middle school is being built and some boundary changes are made. Questions arose as to why not consider moving 8th graders (too much cross team movement, science logistics); another 
question posed would it always be the same year (not necessarily); are any renovations planned for Swanson to increase capacity (not in the next 3-5 years and reminded that the building is 75 years old and has a historic designation). Westover Baptist church is agreeing to 
lease designated parking spaces to staff, parents, visitors.   
  President's report: Tammy Beatty 
 



 

 

The Fall fundraiser was a huge success garnering $20,127 and resulting in a PTA membership of 488. The average gift was $69.40, which was more than the suggested amount per family. 
The spring auction is only other primary fundraiser. Tammy also shared the budget reports for Treasurer Elisa Rosman. As of the end of September, the accounts held $53,657 savings and 
$122,219 in checking.  Secretary Danielle Rampton called for a motion for the approval of the September minutes. 
Motion. Seconded. Approved.  
Colin Brown provided the Principal's report and an update on construction. He appreciates flexibility of staff, parents and students, especially in parking. The current "big" project is making more permanent paths, ramps and stairs. He reminded drivers to not make u-turns on McKinley 
road. Students do not walk on McKinley road unescorted and if a child needs access from the main building to the trailers they walk three at a time otherwise, but again, not without an adult 
on McKinley Road.   
Some upcoming reminders: Walk to school day tomorrow/bike/bus drop-off by the bridge. Conference day early release Thursday, no school on Friday. 
Art: cans 2000 needed, please see the specific list in backpack mail or in the lobby and contact Ms. Mautawalli for more details. She will be working with specific classes to make a structure 
out of cans for an upcoming "Canstruction" entry sponsored by the Northern Virginia Chapter of the Architecture Institute of America. After the creation, the cans will be donated to the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC). And finally, he encouraged families to attend the reception at 
the ED Center tomorrow honoring art teacher, Jillian Bonahoom, whose art work is currently displayed. The art will be on display past tomorrow. 
 Teachers' report: Kirsten Walleck reported on behalf of the teachers and introduced those teachers in attendance. She encouraged participation in conferences and suggested coming 
with questions and facts. She thanked the PTA in advance for the conference day lunches. And she reminded parents that if children were staying home due to illness, they should tell the office 
first, not the teacher as they might not get word to the office quickly. The office will also notice any trends about illnesses that may be "spreading".  
Committee reports and announcements:  
Teacher grants: Bridget Tuthill as chair, told the group that there would be three rounds of funding and the committee had their first meeting last week. Their budget is $10,000 for the whole year. The first round allocated more than $5,000. There is a tendency for the grant 
applications to be front-loaded and expects to have fewer grants for the second and third rounds. The next meeting will take place in January. 
  
Chess club update: There were be a parent volunteer (Taylor Holland) leading the chess club. It is Fridays in the library immediately after school for 4th and 5th grades only.  
Bylaws Update: To be compliant with Virginia PTA guidelines, our bylaws must be revised and voted upon by membership every five years. Bill Wittig will lead the committee along with John 
Giambalvo and one other volunteer who has yet to be named. They will present them to the PTA membership for a vote at the December meeting and they should be finalized in January.   



 

 

CCPTA: Debbie McCrery is our representative for the County Council of PTAs (the umbrella group for APS PTAs) and will provide reports from those meetings to the school as needed. 
One topic related to CCPTA is the creation of an Innovations Fund. The purpose is to make library and literacy programs more equitable cross-county. The suggested donation is $1000 per 
school and then schools could apply for funds. This is not budgeted in the McKinley PTA budget and any amount $1000 or over must go to a full membership vote.   
Some other simple fundraiser reminders: There will be a Spirit Night on Thursday, 10/15 at Silver Diner in Clarendon between 5-8. You can also receive a "loyalty" card for future use that 
will always give McKinley a portion of your check. Amazon smile: enter through the McKinley website or make sure you go through Smile (not traditional Amazon) and you can also link your Amazon Prime account to McKinley. Box Tops and Labels for Education will be collected via the 
large red box in the lobby.  
Conference day meals: PTA provides breakfast and lunch on both days. Main dishes needed for Thursday. Michelle Short is chair. 
 Book fair: set up 10/15, 10/16 (plus reception), Wednesday night is Family night and Friday morning is "donuts with dad". Please help! 
 Costume swap is 7th-9th with costumes being collected now. You can pick a costume, take a 
costume or both. All remaining will be donated to charity.  Jody Weslow is chair.  Reflections is the national PTA arts-based contest. The theme this year is "Let your Imagination 
Fly". Shelley Reinhart is our coordinator and the deadline is 10/27. Students can paint, compose music, dance, photograph, submit a poem, etc. deadline is 10/27. There will be an assembly in 
January at McKinley and winners going to the County level will be announced prior. The assembly will feature a performance by the 2nd and 3rd grade chorus.  
The Educational Theatre Company is hosting a "drama day" on Friday, 10/8 until 3:00 or 6:00 and spots were still available. 
 The Halloween parade will take place at 2:00 on Friday, October 30. Volunteers will be needed, stay tuned for emails from room parents. The children parade around the streets that border the 
school and will also feature the Swanson Band.  
Jackie Giambalvo announced that Kimberly Lame has joined the auction committee as the 4th co-chair and there will be a volunteer meeting on November 1 for all volunteers.  
Tammy Beatty also announced that in addition to room parents, that each grade now has at least one social coordinators for each grade to help facilitate interaction among the classrooms. 
These could be very informal family-friendly activities (bowling, meet at a nearby park, etc.).   
The presenter for the evening was Mr. Kevin Trainor, McKinley's resource teacher for the gifted. He provided his background, the objectives for the position and noted that traditionally, GT kids usually only receive 45 minutes of differentiated support per week. He is trying to "push-in " to 
classrooms to reach as many students as possible rather than simply pulling kids out to receive services. His focus is on reading and math, primarily for the 2nd-5th grades. He can provide 
classroom teachers with suggestions for resources, inform staff about professional development opportunities, and  facilitate the gifted identification process. He typically delivers a monthly lesson in the k-1 classrooms. Follow Mr. Trainor on Twitter @mck_trainor. 



 

 

 Mr. Trainor also discussed the identification process, which tends to be more winter/spring 
schedule. The goal of GT resources in Arlington county is to identify kids, train teachers, and establish continuous educational services. A child could be identified gifted in academic aptitude 
(English, math, science, social studies) and visual or performing arts (grade 3 minimum for the latter). All APS students are looked at in 2nd and 4th county wide identification via the Naglieri and cognitive abilities test, respectively. Other tests can be included. School-based 
achievement (interactive achievement test, SOLs); behaviors and characteristics, and demonstrated performance. Visual and performing arts based referrals are almost always made 
by the music or art teacher, rather than the classroom or GT resource teacher. The identification process can take 90 school days. Parents are notified within 10 days of meeting and there is language in that notification regarding the appeals process (first, appealing to the principal and 
then to gifted services committee at APS).  
Meeting adjourned 8:37.  
Minutes submitted by  Danielle Rampton Secretary 
  
   
  
    
 


