
McKinley Elementary PTA meeting January 5, 2016; 7:00 pm Minutes   
Attending: John Giambalvo, Mary Kadera, Sarah Allen, Kelly King, Eric Myers, Tamara McFarren, Jessie Brairton, Gina Boller, Bridget Tuthill, Tammy Beatty, Rachel Dober, Cathy Celestino, Debbie McCrery, Kathy Bates, Kirsten Walleck, Kristen Bartholomew, Eileen Wentzel, Alice Hogan, Danielle Rampton  President’s report: Tammy Beatty Light up the holidays was a great success for our families and community. Box tops and Labels for Education are back! There will be classroom level competition with double points until 2/13. Put labels into red box in lobby and see Chrissy Campbell if you have any questions. The silent auction component starts now until 1/13 for some of the summer camp items.   Treasurer’s report: Tammy Beatty for Elisa Rosman Checking is $125,707 and savings is $53,667. We will begin the spending down process as renovation needs become more apparent. We are also not emphasizing fund raising as much this year.  Approval of minutes: Danielle Rampton. Danielle asked for a motion to approve the December minutes that were posted to the website. Motion. Seconded. Approved.  Principal’s Report: Colin Brown Construction -- Stairs and railings finished. The new wing (what replaced the “pentagon” should be ready 2/27. The staff is in discussions and planning now on how to transition the children from the relocatables to the classroom, since there are many logistics involved.  Two planning units coming to McKinley in September (one from Glebe and one from Tuckahoe). Discussions among staff on how to introduce these families to the community. For starters, they will be included in rising grade level orientations, information sessions, Principal’s coffees, etc.   Dena Hermanek is teacher of the year for McKinley. Letters of support are welcome but due soon. Kindergarten and middle school information night will be happening later in the month.  Homework club starting soon (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and transportation will be provided). If you are interested in your child participating, talk to your classroom teacher or Ms. Rocco. Dr. Wentzel told the group that Colin Brown has been nominated for principal of the year in Arlington and letters of support are due Thursday.    



Teachers’ report: Kathy Bates and Kirsten Walleck Thanked the PTA again for the cookies received via the Cookie Carry party and they were pleased to report there were enough to also provide two plates for staff party. Now that winter is upon us, a reminder to parents to send appropriate outer wear for the children. There is a formula used to determine if and how long outside play takes place, but the goal is to be outside daily. Communicate with your teacher if something is happening at home that might impact your child’s behavior or performance at school. Progress reports for Kindergarteners will be sent home shortly.  Virginia music educators’ conference: Kristen Bartholomew (one of McKinley’s two music teachers) attended in November with help from the PTA Grants committee. She attended 9-10 sessions, including choral reading, percussion, use of technology, focusing on reaching the younger children, and incorporating art and music together.  Guest program Cathy Celestino (former McKinley parent and current co-president of YHS band boosters) introduced three students at Yorktown who are part of the Yorktown band program. The students emphasized how fortunate all Arlington county students were to have phenomenal programs at all levels in every school. Music education and continuing at the higher levels, allows them to learn perseverance, have a shared experience with peers, help find a niche, and all in a supportive atmosphere. Staff members foster environment of learning, trying new things, implementing technology into the process. Being in a band or chorus also allows for teamwork and leadership skills. You are a solo performer but part of a larger group. The students encouraged families to see the performances and there is a wide variety from which to choose.   Kelly King provided a facilities update in relation to the influx of students expected to arrive at Swanson in September. If you want to find out more information, go to the Swanson website (about us, capacity planning, documents, updated relocatables configuration plan). There will be 26 relocatables until the Stratford building (where HB and Stratford program is currently) is renovated by fall of 2019. The relocatables will be used almost exclusively for the 7th graders and will be situated on the lower parking lot, resulting in the loss of 47 parking spaces.  APS will provide funds to Westover Baptist to provide for overflow parking. In addition to the classroom relocatables (moving forward, called the “marina”), there will be a PE trailer (similar to what McKinley currently has) in the front of the property and a cafeteria annex (just for eating, not food service) behind the building. There will be no lockers as part of the relocatables, so sharing of lockers will still be an issue. It was suggested that the school consider adjusting its rules so that children can carry their backpacks through the halls and marina so that lockers are not as essential (as is the case at Williamsburg Middle and at the high school level).     



Committee reports  Mary Kadera and Jill Kettler (International Night) The event will take place on 1/29, from 6:30-8:30. Due to lack of gym space, there will be no potluck dinner but desserts still served. The first grade, Spanish club and Treble Clef singers will all perform, but there will be activities and stations for all age groups.  Shelley Reinhart (Kaleidoscope liaison) Shelley announced that two McKinley students advanced in the Reflections competition beyond the county level and will now go to the next round of judging. Play rehearsals for the spring show will start soon and the talent show will be held in the spring and any suggestions for improvement or offers of help would be welcome.  Debbie McCrery (CCPTA) An overview of the new Arlington Tech high school program at the Career Center was presented by the principal, Margaret Chung. 40 students will be admitted for the upcoming school year. Deadline for the application is January 22. It is an alternative high school option that blends core classes and project based learning. Deirdre McLaughlin shared the APS budget status. There is an “Understanding the Budget” guide which can be found online on the APS website and there is a mechanism for providing feedback. A draft form was presented for the Collaboration Initiative. This initiative is the proposed plan for county PTAs to help each other through resource exchange (funding, volunteers, skills). If it involves a significant financial commitment, the full PTA will have discuss its merits.   Minutes respectfully submitted, Danielle Rampton Secretary 


