
McKinley Elementary 
PTA Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 5, 2016 
 

In attendance: 
Danielle Rampton, Tammy Beatty, Gina Boller, Kristen Bartholomew, Andrea Brunk, John 

Giambalvo, Mardi Mucino, Melissa Meck, Doug Johnson, Val O’Such, Carly Kelly, Colin Brown, 
Eileen Wentzel, Kevin Trainor, Elisa Rosman, Kelly King, Alice Hogan. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Elisa Rosman): check email for balances. We have currently received 
approximately $27,000 for the fall fundraiser. The goal was $30,000, however more forms are 
still outstanding. The big expenditure for this month was the stipends given to teachers for 
classroom investment. We currently have $53,696 in our savings account and $156,422 in our 
checking. 

 

Approval of September minutes (Danielle Rampton): Danielle asked for a motion to approve 
minutes. Seconded. Approved. 

 
Guest speaker (Kevin Trainor, Resource Teacher for the Gifted):  Focus on what happens on 
daily basis instead of screening process. He will discuss the screening process at a later meeting. 
His primary role is to increase teachers ’ capacity to effectively infuse gifted pedagogy into the 
regular classroom. 
 
President’s Report (Colin Brown): Mr. Brown reviewed the SOL scores from last year with all 
gap groups listed and will develop a new management plan based on the scores from the 
results. He also reviewed some recent, past, and upcoming dates: 
 

 Bike/Walk to school day was today. 
 Parent teacher conferences will be Thursday and Friday. 

 Picture day will be 10/18. Forms will be sent via backpacks. There will be an alternate 
day for make-ups.  

 Book Fair will be held third week of October. Highlights are family night Tuesday evening 
and Donuts with adult of choice on Friday morning. The Book Fair committee is asking 
that if you plan to attend you email an RSVP. Children without a parent will not be 

admitted. 

 Safety assembly was today. 

 Bully awareness month is during October. Counselors are putting together a variety of 
programs and activities to help children explain what bullying is and how they can help 

prevent it.  
 

 



Finally, he explained the logistical reason behind putting the vending machines in the cafeteria. 

They are intended to go into the teacher lounge but until renovation is complete, there is no 
room for them in that space. Children have been told under no circumstances are the items 

available for their use. 
 

Teacher’s Report (Kristen Bartholomew): expressed thanks for the stipends, the food for the 
upcoming conferences, and the support of teachers via the upcoming grants. 

 
President’s Report (Kelly King): Kelly reported on some upcoming activities and deadlines: 

 The PTA Reflections entries are due soon.  Application forms and a submission box are 
outside the office.  

 Halloween parade is FRIDAY, 10/28 with Swanson Band and several guest vehicles . 

 There will be an early release on 10/26. 
 Spirit Wear order forms will go home in backpack mail shortly with the deadline of 

ordering of 10/26. 

 The first Grants Committee meeting will be next week. There will be two more during 
the school year.  

 The ACI representative would like a co-chair. If you are interested, please contact 
Jocelyn Gehrke or Kelly King.  

 The next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, November 1. 

 Middle School Information Night will be 11/7 (7:00 at w-l). 

 There was a Spirit Night at Chik-Fil-A on Monday, the next will be on 11/17 at Dogfish 
Head Ale and will feature some raffle items.  

 
There will be an initiative starting soon where teachers can submit smaller requests and those 
can be gathered up by the PTA to help fulfill those needs (examples might be board games for 
indoor recess, a rocking chair, yogurt containers for an art project).  
 

Finally, the school board will address high school overcrowding by finding some planning units 
along the W-L/YHS border and the W-L/Wakefield border that can move approximately 100 

children each year, respectively, into the Yorktown and Wakefield districts for the next three 
years. For McKinley, some planning units that attend McKinley/W-L may be impacted. This does 

not impact attendance at McKinley or Swanson. If you are already in a Yorktown planning unit, 
you will not be impacted. There are five meetings scheduled to determine which planning units 
will be affected. This will start with children currently in 8th grade and will be in place for at 
least three years. Sibling consideration will be taken into account. By then, they hope that two 
“choice program” high school options will help alleviate the crowding. Parents will receive the 
dates of upcoming meetings in backpack mail and Cardinal Notes.  
 
 

 
 
 



Other announcements: 

 
Costume swap will happen shortly. There will be a donation box in the lobby and then several 

shopping days. You can donate without taking and take without donating, but please only one 
costume per child.  

 
Bake sale: La Familigia will host this on Friday from 9-12 with proceeds going to the FLES 

program. This group is staffed by Carlos Murillo (HILT liaison) and Dena Hermanek (ESOL 
teacher) and is comprised of families whose first language is Spanish. They meet monthly to 
discuss issues pertinent to them. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Danielle Rampton (Secretary) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 


