
PTA MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2016, 7:00 PM 

 
Attendance: 
Maren Mapp, Mac Mirchandani, Megan Diefenbach, Tamara McFadden, Valerie O’Such, 
Sabrina Freire, Tammy Beatty, Kelly Harrison, Kristen Bartholomew, David Milstein, Elisa 
Rosman, Kyra Wohlford, Stephanie Dickerson, Kimberly Hickox, John Giambalvo, Jackie 
Giambalvo, Melissa Meck, Stacy Leff, Bob Boucher, Laura Allen, Taryn Delz, Kirsten Walleck, 
Angela Gibson, Carly Kelly, Wendy Reed, Kelly Grisselman, Chrissy Campbell, Molly Ketcham, 
Colleen Fredricks, Deby Hawrylko, Kellie Riley, Craig Lowenstein, Erik Sullivan, Doug Johnson, 
Meco Smith, Renelle Sagana, Anne Algoso, Jessie Brairton, Victoria Weiss, Erika Paz, Carrie 
Mitchell, Jen Judah, Jennifer Hughes, Colin Brown, Eileen Wentzel, Eric Myers, Kelly King, Karin 
Kirchoff, Jocelyn Gehrke, Jenn Wagener, Danielle Rampton 
 
Welcome 
Treasurer’s Report: Elisa Rosman provided highlights of the new budget which included: 
83K earmarked for renovations (including second set of risers, music chairs, music stands, art 
work, ETC supplies, rugs, paper cutters, microphones and other AV equipment and turf. The line 
item for teacher grants has been increased to 11k. Other line items had expenditures raised 
and/or revenue increased due to the increased number of families at the school. The check-
writing campaign will be the sole major fund raiser for the year.   
 
Part of the renovation budget will be set aside for putting in artificial turf in a small section in 
the back between two wings. Regular grass will not grow there and mulch is not a good fit. 
Because of the drainage issues of the property, there will need to be some expenditures 
allocated towards remedying that before turf is installed. Kelly King has suggested that if we 
move forward with the plans for turf, we keep the budget at 50k and if costs go higher than 
that, she will return to PTA to address the issue. APS will not pay for the turf. There will be trees 
planted alongside the area to help provide a shade canopy as turf is known to absorb more heat 
than natural grass. 
 
Other construction updates:  The playground equipment is almost done but there will be no 
swing set. Parking will be finished after PE trailers move. The baseball diamond and small field 
will return (and be available to the community), the larger gym means it will become a 
regulation sized court and also available to the community. There will be some basic 
landscaping, planting of bushes and shrubbery.  
 
Erik Sullivan (audit): Erik conducted the audit over the summer and said that all appropriate 
standards were met. However, the biggest concern was the significant amount of cash in both 
our checking and savings accounts. This is a slightly unique situation given the savings for 
renovations, but even with that, we should continue to spend more and consider doing periodic 
budget reviews to reshuffle amounts in line items. Mr. Brown suggested the purchase of a shed 
as one of these items that could be paid for with PTA funds that may not have been allocated. 



 
A motion was made to approve the 2016-2017 budget. Seconded. Approved. 
 
Danielle Rampton asked for a motion to approve the June 2016 PTA meeting minutes which 
were posted on the website for public viewing. Seconded. Approved. 
 
APS Board Member and McKinley Liaison, Reid Goldstein introduced himself to the community 
and reminded parents about open hours, attending meetings, and reaching out to him directly 
when there was an issue or cause of concern. 
 
Principal’s Report (Colin Brown): He thanked everyone for all the help in getting the school back 
into working order with renovation and asked to please continue to be patient. Upcoming 
events include: Back to School night, the Safety Assembly, and parent-teacher conferences. He 
was pleased to report that McKinley had the greatest number of participants in the Arlington 
County Library Summer reading program. Our current number of students is approximately 
730, up from 610 students last year. The renovated school’s capacity is 684. Counselors are 
creating welcome groups across the grades. September 30 is our “census” day that determines 
funding for the schools throughout the districts. Mr. Brown reminded parents that if they are 
doing a quick drop-off or pick-up (i.e. Extended day) that you should NOT park in the “loop” by 
the front door, per Arlington County Fire Department. You may “idle” on the straight edge of 
the lot before you turn left to reach the marked parking spaces. 
 
Teacher Report (Kirsten Walleck and Kristen Bartholomew): Great to see everyone at Open 
House and Ice Cream Social and looking forward to a great Back to School Night. Many thanks 
to PTA for providing supply stipends and grants. A reminder to parents to call the office with 
any last minute dismissal changes instead of emailing the teacher directly.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Membership (Karin Kirchoff): 100% participation rate is the goal and there is an award at the 
national level for schools that achieve this.  
 
Reflections (Jocelyn Gehrke): Please consider serving as co-chair as this is Jocelyn’s last year at 
McKinley. There are six categories that a child can enter and any grade is welcome. The judges 
sort the entries K-2 and 3-5. The deadline is 10/17 and there is a submission box near the office. 
Winning selections continue into the County competition. The theme this year is “What is your 
Story?”. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator (Jocelyn Gehrke): Please fill out and return your volunteer form ASAP! 
Chairs and co-chairs needed: social fundraisers needed, variety show, chess club (co-chair, 4th 
and 5th graders, Friday afternoons), Canstruction, ACI Alternate, McKinley newspaper (co-chair, 
4th and 5th graders, ideally parent with graphic design experience). 
 



Enrichment (Kelly King for Nicole Buckley): Enrichment Matters is our vendor with more than 
100 registrations thus far. Some are full, some are not quite confirmed.  
 
The Book Fair team was introduced. The theme will be “a book a day keeps monsters away”. 
The fair itself will be 3rd week of October with lots of volunteer opportunities. Family night is 
Tuesday evening. Donuts will be Friday morning. 
 
Spirit wear: There will be new designs for the coming year, order forms will be in back pack mail 
soon. A new chair will need to be in place for next year.  
 
Community Service: This will again be led by Kelly Morrison with the next big activity being 
“Light up the Holidays” which will start in November. 
 
Fun Fair: The confirmed date is May 6 from 10-2 with a sports theme with many opportunities 
to help. 
 
ETC Representative (Stephanie Dickerson): For the Winter show, “Heroes of Norse”, 130 kids 
auditioned for 38 spots. Because of the current lack of stage, Ashlawn will host the 
performances. There will be no daytime performances for this show. Auditions for the Spring 
show will be in December and will be at McKinley. 5th graders only can serve on the tech crew 
with an application as space permits. 
 
Tamara McFarren reminded families to join the list serve for PTA. Only posts related to 
McKinley or benefitting students will be permitted. Moderator has discretion to decline a post. 
 
Jenn Wagener is compiling the Directory for this year. It will be in a new format to 
accommodate the larger size. There is a consideration to go online for next year. She 
encouraged all families to participate. 
 
Craig Lowenstein will be the new Teacher Grant chair. There will be three meetings per year, 
with the first round in October. The funding for this program has increased from $10,000 to 
$11,000 per year.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Danielle Rampton (Secretary) 
 


