
November 1, 2016 
PTA Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendance: Mary Kadera, Colleen Fredricks, John Giambalvo, Gina Boller, Doug Johnson, 
Prosanta Chakrabarty, Alice Hogan, Eric Myers, Kelly King, Craig Lowenstein, Colin Brown, Eileen 
Wentzel, Kirsten Walleck, Kristen Bartholomew, Elisa Rosman, Whitney Smith, Mary Kate 
Girardi, Danielle Rampton 
 
Kelly King welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Approval of October Minutes: a motion was made to approve the October minutes. Seconded. 
Approved. 
 
Management Plan (Colin Brown): Goes to central office annually. Usually three goals.  
Goal 1: third graders who scored less than 40% on the BOY assessment and 4th and 5th graders 
who scored 415 or below on their 3rd or 4th grade math SOL will meet or exceed the 400 SOL 
benchmark in March for their respective grade levels. Different levels of intervention to help 
kids achieve. 85% are in level 1, 10% in level 2, 5% in level 3.  
 
Goal 2: third graders who failed to meet the 2nd grade EOY assessment and 4th and 5th graders 
who scored 422 or below on their 3rd or 4th grade SOL.  
 
Goal 3: goal relating to anxiety especially related to transition. Pre and post assessment. Three 
groups going through 8 week program.  
 
Whitney Smith and Mary Kate Girardi are the school’s reading specialists. They reviewed the 
language arts curriculum, the different assessments children take related to reading that are 
County-mandated, and those that the school relies upon for remediation efforts. They also 
highlighted the intervention processes that they go through to help a student to improve. 
Finally, they spoke about the writing curriculum that is employed at McKinley and training that 
all classroom teachers will receive to properly implement it throughout the year.  
 
Outdoor Lab: Judy Collins (board member of AOEA) spoke of the unique treasure dedicated to 
Arlington County students. It is a 225 acre facility in Broad Run, VA. There are day programs for 
3rd and 7th grade and some high school students and special programs. Fifth graders get to 
spend the night at the facility. The outdoor lab has an all volunteer board of directors and five 
full time staff (an increase from four last year). There are open houses twice per year for 
families to visit and there are three one-week summer camps for children going into 5th grade 
and older. There is a fundraising campaign to help fund some specific capital needs (new 
cottage, open air pavilion, and additional land purchases). The community is encouraged to 
make a donation, be a rep at your PTA, be an advocate, or volunteer. 
 
 



Principal’s Report (Colin Brown): Native American read-in on November 30 (see Pam Hindman, 
librarian if interested in being a guest reader). No school on Election Day (11/8) or Veteran’s 
Day (11/11). Mr. Brown is asking for college pennants to adorn the walls of the school from as 
many schools as possible. There are specific size requirements, inquire in the office. He gave 
thanks to all that made the Halloween parade a big success: the police and fire department, the 
construction company working on the renovation, the Swanson band and the staff. The part-
time guidance counselor, Dani Fuller is on maternity leave, so there will be a substitute 
counselor until January. Mr. Brown mentioned that the Lost and Found is packed (again). He 
encouraged families to label items that might go missing and to frequently check the area. 
Finally, APS has released an action plan for all new initiatives and families will receive a copy 
shortly (or receive a link to the plan).  The plan can be found on the APS website if you are 
interested in reviewing it. 
 
Teacher’s Reports (Kirsten Walleck): She expressed thanks to the PTA grants committee and for 
the conference lunches. Report cards will be coming home before Thanksgiving. She also 
mentioned the creation of a new website that will allow teachers to make requests for small 
classroom items to the community and likewise, families could post when they have something 
that might be of interest to the school. A good example might be board games for indoor 
recess, a rocking chair, or a new coffee maker.  Information will be forthcoming. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Elisa Rosman): 
The PTA accounts currently contain $115,948 in checking and $53,703 in savings. The book Fair 
created approximately $5,817 in revenue and the library received 52 books. Teachers received 
many, many books for their classrooms. Children whose families had financial need also were 
given the chance to select a book. 
 
Kelly then turned to renovation expenses that had already been allocated and discussed what 
has been purchased to date: three large dry erase boards, 8 rugs, artwork and turf (last item 
costing $49,995 and covering approximately 2,169 square feet of the play area in the back 
between the K and 3rd grade wings). Related to the turf, since $50,000 was our budget and the 
remaining half of the field cannot be turfed due to drainage issues, the PTA will be looking at 
options for the remaining half. Options will be presented in upcoming meetings.  In addition to 
that play area, the PTA budgeted, at the beginning of the year, for putting in picnic tables in the 
space outside the first grade wing.  Kelly will talk with APS staff about installation of benches 
and outdoor tables (that can be exposed to elements without getting hot) and possibly 
canopies for shading tables. Given the expenditures the PTA is making to the school, the 
suggestion was made that we ask for some of these items to be absorbed by APS. 
 
Additional proposed expenses that totaled $27,050 were presented for approval: additional 
rugs for the new addition, more dry erase boards, walkie talkies, improvements to the staff 
lounge, additional folding chairs, an increased principals’s discretionary fund and supplemental 
equipment for PE, art and FLES programs. A motion was made to approve these additional 
expenditures. Seconded. Approved. 
 



Other news: 
Directory should be sent home within two weeks.  
 
Over 100 Reflections entries were submitted to judges. The ceremony will take place in 
January. Contact Kelly King if you can help. 
 
International Night (Mary Kadera): the evening will take place the last Friday of January. The 
evening will feature family activities throughout the building, a potluck dinner, and a 
performance for the entire school in the new space. 
 
Grants (Craig Lowenstein): The committee had the first of their three meetings (if funding 
allows). The initial round had 10 submissions, totaling $8,000 in requests. The committee 
approved all the grants in full or partially. The committee did make a clarification to improve 
ease – if there are multiple teachers requesting the same item (for example, attending a 
conference), it will be treated as a grant request from each teacher individually even if 
submitted on one grant application. This will help keep teachers under the $1,000 threshold 
and without having to go to the general PTA for a vote. 
 
CCPTA (Eric Myers): Reminded the community that the school bond issue is on the ballot. 
CCPTA formally voted to endorse the bond. Presentation from Arlington Tech (the newest 
choice high school program located at the Career Center and Phoenix Bikes (which has a highly 
regarded after school bike program at several middle and high schools). 
 
Kelly reviewed the bond, which totals $138.8 million: $26m for the Stratford site, $78.4 for the 
Wilson Site, $12m for the Career Center & Arlington Tech, $10m for planning and design, $12m 
for HVAC, roofing and infrastructure. A motion was made for the McKinley PTA to formally 
endorse the bond. Seconded. Approved.  
 
Other important calendar dates: 
ETC performance: 11/17 & 11/18 (at Ashlawn, no daytime performances) 
Light up the Holidays begins: 11/28 
Picture retake day: 11/29 
PTA Meeting: 12/6 
 
APS HS boundary refinement: 
The process continues with different plans being offered to shift approximately 300-350 current 
8th graders from Washington-Lee to Yorktown or from Washington-Lee to Wakefield. The goal is 
to make all three high schools equally over capacity. PTA will continue to share information as it 
becomes available. There will be a plan in place to grandfather siblings when they have an older 
sibling already in one school. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 
 
Danielle Rampton (Secretary) 



 
 
 
 


