
PTA MEETING MINUTES 
December 6, 2016 

 
In attendance: John Giambalvo, Lilith Christiansen, Jenn Wagener, Jen Hughes, Danielle 
Rampton, Kelly King, Tammy Beatty, Ann Marie Noel, Eileen Wentzel, Colin Brown, Lindy 
Millman, Meghan Ehrman, Kirsten Walleck, Kristen Bartholomew 
 
Welcome and PTA Happenings (Kelly King): 
As a follow up discussion from last month’s meeting, Kelly hopes to have a new plan in place for 
the lost and found. Topics could include, how items are displayed, where items are displayed, 
how long are items allowed to be included. The big lesson here is for parents to label anything 
their child might lose with the child’s last name. Parents are also encouraged to emphasize to 
their children their role in reducing the frequency of losing items and to make more of an effort 
to check the Lost and Found quickly after noticing an item did not return home. 
 
Kelly also announced that the principal of Arlington Tech will be at the January 3 meeting as 
well as School Board Member, Reid Goldstein. 
 
A quick construction update is that turf is happening but there will still be some vacant outside 
space which will be discussed in the new year.  
 
It was also announced that there would be a new PTA “EcoTeam” led by 4th grade teacher 
Meghan Ehrman, who is one of six teachers selected by APS to launch this pilot program with 
the goal of waste reduction in the school. Ms. Ehrman will be looking for 5-7 parent volunteers 
to help her with her efforts. The team will be parent-run, but with guidance from her. 
 
Approval of November Minutes (Danielle Rampton): Motioned. Seconded. Approved. 
 
Special Guest (Lindy Millman, math coach): 
 
McKinley has in place three tiers of support for students in regard to the math curriculum. Tier 
one has 85 percent of students with core instruction in the primary classroom. Tier two is 
approximately 10 percent who receive some help outside of the classroom on occasion as 
needed. One to 5 percent are kids in the third tier who are most likely identified as having 
special education needs with structured support. Ms. Millman also reviewed the Arlington 
County math schedule that includes beginning of the year assessments, inventory tests, 
quarterly tests, SOL, and end of year assessments. Most intervention is done by classroom 
teachers in classroom and early intervention is critical to help children succeed. 
 
Principal’s Report (Colin Brown): The renovation and classrooms moving are the biggest focus 
right now, but still focus is on keeping to the regular routine. The homework club is up and 
running three days a week with transportation provided and lasts 45 minutes per session. If you 
might be interested, talk to your child’s teacher or Ms. Rocco.  



Other news: American Indian read-in happened. New landscaping has started, please stay off 
the material that looks like straw. The P.E. Trailer is leaving before break. Parking lot to be 
reconfigured. Extended day location is moving and doorways are shifting. Pay attention to 
signs, emails, etc. Finally, Mr. Brown talked about the APS inspired “Hour of Code” and how it 
was a big hit. If parents want to learn more they should go to hourofcode.org for activities, 
links, etc. A short discussion followed about how coding is offered as an enrichment choice, 
perhaps it should be considered as a more regular activity (along the lines of the newspaper or 
chess club). 
 
Teacher’s Report (Kirsten Walleck & Kristen Bartholomew): thanks in advance for cookie carry. 
Move is going smoothly. Thanks for help. Risers and stands coming. Report cards sent home. 
Please return envelopes. 4th grade thanks for technology conference attendance.  
 
Treasurer Report: Kelly King spoke for Elisa Rosman and noted that everything was on budget 
as planned with no major expenditures taken recently. 
 
Committee Highlights/Updates: 
Boundary changes: does not affect any McKinley planning units 
Enrichment: Winter session is open right now 
Chess club: Run by parents every Friday after school for 4th and 5th grades 
Reflections: Assembly is in January 
International Night: Friday, January 27, art displays, performances by Treble Clef singers, 
Spanish Dance Club and entire 1st grade performance. Food will be potluck. Many volunteers 
will be needed to make it a success. Contact Mary Kadera. 
Light up the Holidays: families have until 12/16 to donate gifts, the box is outside Ms. Rocco’s 
office. There are gifts being continually added, but gift cards are always welcome. Suggested 
amount is $20. The gifts first go to McKinley families identified by social workers and then to 
two charities. 
Cookie Carry: Friday! If you have left a container, please check staff lounge. 
FAC (John Giambalvo): Bonds that were up for a vote on Election Day passed, high school 
options are being discussed, the most immediate action could be the relocation of APS Staff 
from the Education Center and then renovating that building for classroom space. It is also the 
expectation that Arlington Tech will continue its growth to help relieve capacity issues at other 
schools. 
BAC (Jen Wagener): compensation and benefits study posted online. Some groups are lagging 
behind (cafeteria & transportation). Benefits are going up due to healthcare costs. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Danielle Rampton 
Secretary 
 


