
McKinley PTA Meeting 
February 7, 2017 

 
Attendance: 
Craig Lowenstein, Tamara McFarren, Christy Vigfusson, Tammy Beatty, Suzanne Plimpton, 
Valerie O’Such, Beverly Blank, Giin Levy, Rachel Dober, Alice Hogan, Stephanie Minkoff, Kelly 
Young, James Corbett, Cloe Chin, Nikki Baltatzis, Stacy Leff, Doug Johnson, Erin Hart, Colleen 
Koth, David Burgess, Jenn Wagener, Margo Mucino, Laura Hatch, Melissa Meck, Karly Miller, 
Colleen Fredricks, John Giambalvo, Melissa Chang, Eric Myers, Elise Rosman, Danielle Rampton, 
Kelly King, Colin Brown, Eileen Wentzel, Kirsten Walleck, Kristen Bartholomew, Maren Mapp, 
Lauren Elkins, Tani Vaughn, Meghan Ehrman, Brittany Rodriguez, Meco Smith 
 
The principal of Swanson Middle School, Bridget Loft spoke about the transition from 5th-6th 
grade and relayed that for most children, it is a smooth one. The fifth graders will visit in March, 
spending about ½ day there, including lunch. Course request forms will be reviewed shortly. 
Teachers make decisions about math placement, children can take either a full year of reading 
or ½ year of reading and a ½ year of a language (does not count as language credit). Children 
can also opt for a full year of band or chorus or do the “Admiral’s Wheel”, which consists of five 
weeks of classes throughout the year in several categories. There are tours available in the 
summer and the open house is the Thursday prior to school starting. That is when you can meet 
your STAR teacher (homeroom) and drop off school supplies. Though the school is cozy, the 
relocatable classrooms which contain a cafeteria annex and a gym annex are very helpful. Once 
the new middle school opens, there will be some boundary changes that will provide a small 
amount of relief. 
 
4th grade team 
Technology and Education conference. 1st year this cohort has had iPads. The teachers learned 
how to use time-saving technology, collaborate, and gained confidence incorporating 
technology into the classroom. 
 
A motion was made to approve the January Minutes. Seconded. Approved.  
 
Principal’s Report (Colin Brown): 
Mr. Brown mentioned a few upcoming items, Crossing Guard Appreciation, an upcoming Read-
in, Kindergarten information days, School counseling week, and College Day. There is a new 
feature on the APS website called “Engage with APS” as a method to provide feedback. Finally, 
Mr. Brown reminded the entire community to use caution in the parking lots, to use the kiss 
and drop, and to not park in the fire lane. 
 
Teacher's Report (Kristen Bartholomew and Kirsten Walleck): 
Report cards will be issued shortly. Please send comment sheets and envelopes back to 
teacher. Conferences are coming on March 3 and March 4. Thank you for support of winter 
concerts and International Night. Lighting issues inside the gym/auditorium are being 



addressed. The music department was also grateful for their recent attendance at a conference 
in Cleveland. 
 
Science Fair 
Suzanne Plimpton has done it for last eight years. Come during the day and put comments!!! 
Bird count is next weekend. Potomac overlook, volcano, natural history, virtual reality, hour of 
code, balloon rockets, cloud in a bottle, teacher participation, social sciences, gum drop 
molecule, astronomy. 
 
Craig Miller, Grants 
Six submissions, all approved. Second round. Several multi-teacher requests. Spent $9,700 for 
the year. $1,300 left for last session. 
 
Food Bus Presentation, Rachel Dober & Stacey Leff 
Food Bus is a non-profit founded in McLean, Va. to recover unopened leftover food in schools. 
Food goes to needy in the community instead of landfills. Food Bus provides designated bins 
and mini-fridge to school. Student volunteers will sort leftover food. Parent volunteers will 
collect the food once a week and deliver to AFAC. No PTA expenses. Tuckahoe and Glebe kids 
are already familiar with the Food Bus program operating in those schools. At McKinley, Food 
Bus would operate under PTA Community Service Committee. Parent volunteers would receive 
training, and extended day food will also be included.  
 
Other news/important dates: 
The art show will be on March 21 from 5:30-7:30. We have adjusted the time so that extended 
day families can do one pick-up. This is an opportunity for parents to purchase their child's 
artwork already framed. Parent volunteers are needed to handle transactions.  
 
APS is in the process of revisiting the transfer policies at the elementary school level. This would 
also include admission policies at option schools. The school board has also announced that 
they will decide how to create 1,300 high school seats for 2022 at the end of this school year.   
 
The ACI committee is seeking parent volunteers for the Physical Education, summer school, 
history subcommittees.  
 
Arlington Tech received applications for 130 students. Originally, the plan was to take 100. 
However, APS has decided to accept all 130, should they choose to attend.  
 
The Reed School is scheduled to be converted into elementary usage for 2020-2021. Capacity 
will be 725. There will need to be modifications and renovations (loss of some green space, 
building a second story, moving the child care center). The decision on what type of school 
(either a walking neighborhood school or an option school) has yet to be determined. 
 
Kelly reminded the community that because of other commitments the school has with 
extended day (and other groups), enrichment course offerings can only be made with the 



appropriate space. The third-party company that we contract with understands this. For 
example, we will not have an enrichment class that takes place in the gym. 
 
John Giambalvo provided an update on the FAC. High school capacity is current primary focus. 
 
Enrollment Overview (Colin Brown & Kelly King): 
The kindergarten enrollment numbers did not include the planning units from Tuckahoe and 
Glebe. APS has reviewed and revised projections. McKinley is projected to be at 110% capacity 
next year. Our capacity is 684, 734 if you include the Montessori program currently housed at 
Reed. There are currently 714 students at McKinley. 
 
The overall number of students per class is 23.8, the smallest average is 21.5 and highest 
average is 25. The cap for lower grades is 24 and 27 for higher grades.  
 
Mr. Brown emphasized the difference between being over crowded and over capacity. The 
building and grounds “common areas” have enough space.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 
 
Danielle Rampton (Secretary) 
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