
McKinley Elementary PTA Meeting Minutes – February 6, 2018 

Welcome by Kelly King, PTA president 

Approval of December and January Minutes – a motion was made to approve, it was seconded and 
unanimously supported by meeting attendees. 

Treasurer’s Report (delivered by Kelly King for Elisa Rosman) 

• Winterfest netted approximately $2K.  This event is intended to be community building and revenue 
neutral.  We do not consider it a fundraiser. 

• There are three additional items for consideration and vote at the March meeting regarding funding: 
o The music team has submitted a request for $700 to cover busses used to transport the 5th 

graders to an Air Force Band concert a few months ago.  
o The PTA would like to make a $5K donation to the capital improvement fund for Outdoor Lab.  

This issue was raised a few months ago after the 5th graders had their overnights at Outdoor 
Lab.  Doug Johnson, our McK representative to Outdoor Lab, reached out to investigate 
donating a bench or something like that and they said they would much prefer a donation 
toward larger projects in their pipeline. This money is from the surplus funds raised for 
McKinley capital improvements, not from our annual operating budget. 

o Odyssey of the Mind has requested an additional $200 to cover team fees.  McKinley is fielding 
more teams than they anticipated.  We will consider upping the budget line to $500 for 2018-
2019. 

Swanson Middle School Overview by Ms. Rana Luthra, Director of Counseling at Swanson 

Ms Luthra gave a welcoming and thoughtful talk about the rising 6th graders transitioning to Swanson.  She 
focused on answering questions raised by McKinley parents.  Please reach out to Swanson with additional 
questions. Here are some highlights: 

• The process of welcoming next year’s 6th graders has already begun with information nights, etc. Our 
5th  graders will visit Swanson in April, there will be summer tours for students and families led by 
Swanson counselors, and Ms. Luthra highly recommended attending the orientation for new students 
the Thursday prior to the first day of school.  Students will be able to meet their homeroom (STAR) 
teachers, see classrooms, purchase PE uniforms, and may be given access to lockers. 

• Classes – 5th graders will receive blue course cards Wednesday, February 7 to start the process of 
choosing classes.  There are a few choices… 

o Strong readers can choose between a full year of reading or a half year of reading and a half 
year of a world language.  This language experience is exploratory and does not apply toward 
language credits. 

o 6th graders can choose ONE elective for the year: chorus, band, orchestra, or the wheel (a 
quarter each of drama, visual arts, family tech education, and tech education) 

o 6th graders have PE daily 
o Act 2 classes are offered after the regular school day.  These courses have required attendance 

and receive letter grades.  This is an opportunity to take an additional elective. Beginning band 
is often offered. 

• Teaching Teams 
o Swanson anticipates having four 6th grade teaching teams (each with a nautical name!).  The total 

class size is expected to be about 400 students (146 will be from McKinley). 
o Students will be randomly assigned to teaching teams over the summer.  Generally students 

stay with their teaching team for the year.  The teachers are placed near each other for easy 
class transitions whenever possible. A possible exception may be regrouping math across 
teaching teams. Students are regrouped for PE, electives and lunch. 



o Students should receive a letter with their teaching team assignment the third week of August. 
• Schedules 

o Students will receive their schedules on the first day of school. 
o 6th graders day: “Star” (homeroom), 1st, 2nd, 3rd module, lunch (around 10:45am), 5th & 6th 

modules, then PE and an elective.   
o The hours are 7:50am-2:24pm. 
o Afterschool activities and sports usually run from 2:40-4:15.  There is a late bus at 4:15pm 

• Cell phones – the school policy is turned off and out of sight.  Students are allowed to use their 
school-provided iPads the last 15 minutes of lunch (“recess”) 

• Sports/Clubs/Activities 
o Swanson fields teams (6th-8th graders) in girls and boys swimming, diving, soccer, tennis, etc. 

Most teams have try outs.  All require a physical dated post May 1, 2018. 
o There will be an Activities Fair the second week of school for the students to check out the 

many options.   
• Check In is the middle school Extended Day.  Students check in with staff at the end of the school 

day and either go to a club or sport or stay for Check In’s games, homework help, etc. 
• Technology – Students will receive new iPads as 6th graders. 
• Water bottles – there are no policies having to do with water bottles at this time at Swanson. 
• Swanson staff will participate in IEP and 504 meetings for rising 6th graders. 

  

Principal’s Report (Colin Brown, principal) 

• Date reminders: Report cards will go home on the 13th, we have a half day on the 14th, the first K 
information session is the 15th, the science fair is on 2/27. 

• The Kindness Challenge ended Monday, February 5th.  The school celebrated with a school-wide dance 
party the last 5 minutes of the day. 

• Attendance letters are being sent once a student has two unexcused absences within one month. 
Attendance is NOT a huge problem at McKinley, but attendance enforcement is a county priority. 

Teachers’ Report (Kristen Bartholomew and Kirsten Walleck) 

• 2nd grade performances will be given on February 22nd at 9:30am and 2:30pm.  There will not be an 
evening performance.  Attire will be black and white or red, white and blue.  More information 
forthcoming. 

• Please remember to return your report card envelopes back to school as they will be reused. 
• 1st grade show is a daytime performance on March 20th (dress rehearsal on the 19th).  There will not be 

an evening performance.  

PTA President’s Report (Kelly King) 

• McKinley counselors will present at our next PTA meeting on how to support your student when they 
experience anxiety. 

• The 2018-2019 APS calendar is now available. 
• Our art teachers will be reaching out to the PTA to recruit volunteers to staff the check out desk at 

the Art Show on International Night – March 20th.  The teachers and company staff are prohibited 
from handling money for this fundraiser.  Every student will have a framed piece of art.  Please consider 
purchasing your child’s art ($25) to support fine arts at McKinley.  This is a fundraising event for the 
Art Department. 

• Please save toilet paper rolls for the Science Fair committee.  Information on collection will be coming 
soon. 

• McKinley PTA’s second round of teacher grants is underway right now.  There is one more round this 
school year. 



• Reid Goldstein is not available to attend our regularly scheduled PTA meetings until May.  He is happy 
to come another time if are McKinley parents interested in speaking with him. Please contact Kelly if 
you are interested in participating.  There was no interest from meeting participants. 

• APS is currently developing a process for naming new schools. 
• APS is also currently discussing whether Washington-Lee HS should  be renamed.  If it is determined 

that a new name is needed, they would begin the naming process. 
• When middle school boundary changes go into effect for the 2019-2020 school year, all 6th – 8th 

graders will attend their newly designated school.  8th graders will not be grandfathered in to their old 
school. 

• Elementary School Walk Zone Process - APS is embarking on an analysis of every elementary 
school's walk zone.  This is being done individually with a small group (PTA reps, Civic Association 
reps, etc.) that will work with APS to study and access the school's walk zone and how that might 
change with things like additional crossing guards (as an example).  This will be a process done through 
March.  The results will help APS determine (as we look to open new Elementary Schools, including 
Reed) where the Option Schools (ATS, Spanish immersion, etc.) should be located.  Please check out 
APS website for more information.  OUR ASK... is for 2 people to work with APS over the next two 
months to develop our McK map.  Ideally we would have 1 person from Madison Manor and 1 from 
Dominion Hills that do walk to school.  Also, as we discussed last night, it would be great to have 
people with younger children that will possibly be impacted by this.  Please email Kelly 
(kmkingmail@yahoo.com) if you have any questions and/or are interested.   

Auction Update 

• Plans are looking great with a terrific band, photo booth, lots of silent auction items, and live auction 
items . 

• A meet and greet with Hoda and Kathie Lee and a ladies dinner with Doreen Gentzler are two 
highlights of the live auction. 

• Auction catalogs will go home the week prior to the auction. 
• Donations are still being accepted, but the catalog is closed. 
• Please pre-register for the event as it helps us know how much food to order. 
• Donations of wine and spirits are still being collected.  Each bottle should be valued at $15 or more.  

Please see Cardinal Notes for details 


