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McKinley PTA.



Agenda.

1. PTA business

2. Staff updates

3. Q&A with David Priddy

4. Wrap up



Your PTA leadership team

President

Jon Judah
VP, Eternal Affairs

Carly Kelly
VP, PTA Affairs

Sarah Van Velsor
Treasurer

Jim Holmberg
Secretary

Jenn Carter

Drew  & Brennan (4th) Eleanor (2nd)Cayleigh (4th) Harper (2nd)

Carissa (5th)

Jack (4th)

Henry (1st)
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PTA Business.



PTA Business

Key updates:

• Budget vs. actual changes since last meeting

• While we’ve underspent, we are continuing to invest in 

emerging needs during hybrid – recess equipment, IT 

assets, etc. 

Treasurer’s report.





Click here to 
sign up for 
comms, pay 
dues, and 
contribute.



Activity updates.



SEPTA.

• May events

• 5 Year Plan

• Next SEPTA meeting on 5/13 at 7pm via Zoom. 

Check arlingtonsepta.org for info

Special Education PTA (SEPTA).



School name.



Naming our school.

• Naming committee collected and narrowed candidate 

names for the new school over the past 2 months

• Community survey included 5 names for feedback

• Committee added ‘Westover Village’ based on themes 

from survey and desire to avoid people names

• School Board rejected Westover Village and unanimously 

supported Cardinal

Introducing Cardinal 
Elementary School.



Two thoughts...

New colors. Mascot Naming Contest.



Year-end event.



It’s been a year...

The PTA is considering sponsoring a year-end event to 
celebrate the end of  a challenging year, the creativity of  
our students and staff, and a farewell to our campus at 
McKinley.

The outdoor event would be held on the Mck “campus” –
similar to GLOW at Halloween - and feature a mix of  art, 
music, food and other creative activities for families to 
safely enjoy.

Please share your interest in attending by participating in 
a quick snap poll.

BONUS: Colin will sing Karaoke if  we have interest.



McKinley Cares.

• What is it? A more focused approach to helping 
McK families most in need.

• March donations and support:
• Tutoring costs
• School picture vouchers
• Daily family needs

• Donors can buy and send to McKinley or drop 
off donations at front office. Donors kept 
anonymous.

• Questions? Contact Shakti 
(dearshakti@gmail.com)

Artwork designed by Jen Bakos



From Randolph with love…



For our Ashlawn families.

• If  your student(s) are aligned to Ashlawn next fall, 
be sure to order your school kit via the Ashlawn PTA

• For questions about the program contact 
Smitha Konduri at divyalatavid@gmail.com

• If  you’ve got additional transition questions 
contact Sarah or Colin

mailto:divyalatavid@gmail.com


Looking ahead

4/22 – ETC family performance (YouTube)

- 4/30 - School wide performance

5/5 – Walk/Bike to school day

5/31 – Memorial Day

April May June

6/2– Early release

6/9 – Early release

6/18 – Last day of school



Kate Ahrens 
Shakti Shula 
Laura Allen 

Thanks.
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Staff Updates.



Staff team

Principal

Colin Brown
Vice Principal

Gina Miller
Teacher liaison

Kirsten Walleck
Teacher liaison

Kristen Bartholomew
IT Coordinator

Marnie Lewis
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Q&A.



Welcome, David!

David Priddy
Arlington County School Board.

• Joined the Board in January 2021

• Native Arlingtonian – attended 
Long Branch, TJ Middle, and 
Wakefield  



Ground rules.

1. Questions via email addressed first.
2. Post follow-ups/additional questions in chat.
3. Be nice.



Budget.



Can you tell us what final cuts are going to be 
included in the 21-22 budget that will directly 
impact ES and MS students (e.g., Outdoor Lab, 
middle school extracurriculars)? What are the 
most important cuts that parents need to know 
about?



Do you expect that the County Board will 
provide the funding needed to close the 21-22 
budget deficit? Are there ways for parents to 
advocate for this to happen?



Return to School.



Is there any possibility that APS will return to 5 
days of in person instruction this school year, given 
the updated 3 ft CDC guidance?



Is your understanding from Dr. Duran that he 
intends to have all APS students back for five 
full-time days in the fall?



If the 3ft CDC guidance is still in place next fall, will 
that force APS to continue with the hybrid model?



Can the School Board urge Dr. Duran reconsider his 
"one APS" policy and provide for more in-person 
instructional days for elementary school 
students? For either all elementary schools or 
those who have room to accommodate more in-
person days for hybrid students.



Why can't APS add back in the "lost" 80 minutes to 
each school day (Tuesday through Friday) for 
elementary schools?



With the revised 3 feet distance, would it be 
possible for elementary schools to combine the 
split K-2 in-person classes in one classroom so that 
the students have their classroom teachers all day?

If lunch is still an issue on days the students eat 
inside, they would still have the option of the extra 
classroom to spread out for lunch.



Overcrowding.



APS recently proposed to create a permanent 
virtual secondary school program at the Education 
Center. If there is not sufficient demand for that 
program, will APS have sufficient space in its 
physical buildings to accommodate all middle and 
high school students?



Can you give an update on plans for the Career 
Center building? Will this still become a 4th 
comprehensive high school, or have those plans 
now changed?



The Rouse property is likely to be turned into a 
housing development in the near future--
potentially adding 50-60 new single family homes 
to the planning unit currently zoned to Reed. How 
will APS accommodate continued student 
population growth in the Ashlawn/Reed area, now 
that the school moves vote has resulted in both the 
McKinley and ATS site being used for options 
programs?



Equity.



How will APS close the achievement gap that 
has widened during the pandemic, while still 
ensuring that all children are appropriately 
challenged at school?



Would you support larger clusters of similar-ability 
or similar-levels of knowledge children in the 
creation of classes at the ES and MS levels?



What are your views on the potential push by the 
VDOE to essentially consolidate into a single math 
track for all children until upper levels of high 
school?



Can you talk about the availability of summer 
school, and why eligibility is so limited? Will 
APS ever bring back a full summer school 
program that is available to all students (e.g., 
Math Academy, Global Village, etc.)?



Can you give us a status update on 
implementation of the DOJ settlement? Do 
you expect that more resources will need to be 
shifted around APS in the future to meet the 
terms of the settlement (e.g., similar to the 
elimination of FLES last year to provide more 
teaching resources for ELL students)?



Q&A (submit via chat)



Thanks.


