
Cardinal Elementary PTA Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, September 14th, 7pm

Welcome and Introductions (Executive Committee)
President called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.
Executive Committee members introduced themselves.
Discussion of goals: Build Community, Have Fun, Support Staff
Activities so far: Spirit wear, 5th grade welcome rally, t-shirts for students and staff, teacher
stipends ($125 per), ice cream social first week of school

a. Vote on future (ie-Spring) PTA Meetings (In-Person vs. on Zoom)
Vote on Spring meeting modality at 7:10 pm: 61% on Zoom, 39% Once a quarter
in person, the rest on Zoom

b. Treasurer’s Report and Approval of 21-22 Budget (Jim)
McKinley PTA budget last year (20-21), we came out with ~$13,000 more in
income than in expenses (due to Covid).
We start the year with about $60,000 in reserve.
The 21-22 budget was put to a vote at 7:21pm and passed.

External Affairs (Kendra)
a. Safety at 18th and Patrick Henry

KE was able to participate in a Tara-Leeway Heights Civic Association regarding
safety at this intersection. Civic Association is drafting a letter to bring to the PTA.
Issue: missing crossing guard, traffic calming measures such as a flashing
beacon,

b. Stormwater retention meeting -Sept 22
PTA have been invited to join a larger meeting on 9/22

c. School Board Update
5 members who meet every two weeks on Thursday. Agendas are posted a week
in advance; ppts go up day of or day before. Opportunity for community
comment.

d. ETC update: Back in person for live theatre. Katy McCreary. Cardinal/ETC
partnership is the longest standing partnership. Two virtual productions last year.
This fall, there will be two concurrent productions, 20-30 minutes each, to allow
for safety and maximum participation. The theme is Mythical Mayhem. ETC will
be back in the classroom this year.

e. Kathleen Clark gave a SEPTA PTA update. 17% of students in APSVA are
considered special needs. 5-year plan for inclusion in our classrooms. KC
provided information on the services and programming offered by SEPTA.
Meetings 9/21 and 10/22 (universal design at October meeting.). If you have
questions and resources, please reach out to KC because she doesn’t get a list
of whose children have an IEP or otherwise need assistance. Inclusion is a huge



focus for everybody. The SEPTA PTA wants to make sure virtual learning
students are included.
Contact info: Arlington Special Education PTA | a special education PTA in
Arlington VA (arlingtonsepta.org), president@arlingtonsepta.org

PTA 101 (Sarah and Sandra)
a. Volunteers Needed

We need a fundraising chair.
International night in combination with the art show. Celebration of culture from
around the world.
Grants:  How can we make this as accessible as possible for teachers?
Staff appreciation: We need a couple of people who have a couple hours per
month to coordinate thank-yous for staff.
Chess Club: 90 minutes per week. Dec.-Mar.
Newspaper Club: Someone interested in writing and perhaps has some media
background.

b. Join the PTA
$15. Join on A to Z; volunteer; buy merch

c. Make a Donation
donate ($75 suggested)

d. Upcoming Events: Calendar coming home with children. 10/1 Back-to-school
assembly; 10/12 next PTA meeting; 10/12-13 individual picture day; 10/28
Reflections contest; 10/29 Halloween Parade and Glow.

Staff Update (Colin, Kirsten and Kyra)
a. COVID Safety with Colin

CB thanks staff for their patience in moving to the new building. Special thanks to
the custodians. Focus on community building and orienting to new
building. Social-emotional learning in the wake of pandemic. Gina Miller
gave an overview of standardized assessments coming up this fall. The
administration hopes to identify gaps due to Covid and provide enrichment for
students who have reached mastery.

b. Teacher’s report
Kirsten Walleck, Kyra Wohlford thanked PTA for support and ice cream social.
Thanks to all volunteers who are helping to build community. Please make sure if
you have a dismissal change during the day that you cc Tammy Perez in the
office. Kaleidoscope (arts-integration program) has moved from McKinley to
Cardinal. Parents with arts backgrounds are encouraged to contact these
teachers to help with this program.

c. Q&A:
After-school enrichments might come back in the spring.
Outside lunch: Parents are asking what we’re
going to do when it gets cold. Colin says we’re going to wait to hear more
guidance from the district.



Covid testing group ate inside but were spread across three rooms (parents are
wondering if this means that covid testing students will continue having to eat
lunch indoors. Colin says this will not be the case going forward).
Opt-in testing started today and did not take the two hours allotted.
Cardinal building has the latest HVAC system and does not need additional air
filtration systems
We have had three positive cases among students and that infection came from
before school started. All close-contact students have since tested negative.
About 150 students have opted into covid testing (about 22%).

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm


